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The continuing war in Mindanao has
recently evoked a re-examination of

media’s role in the conflict.
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ABOUT THE NETWORK PECOION

Founded in 2004 by hhp:nu and German journalists, PECOJON - The Peace and Con-
thict jmumllsm Nerwork unites lepmter:. editors, photographers and academicians and other
communication pmhsuon als under the goal of providing humane, conflict-sensitive and quality
repor nng of conflict, crists and war.

Through this type of reporting, it aims to empower people in the most clml]cngmg mo-
ments of their lives to make well-informed decisions and reclaim control over their situation de-
spite the manipulative power of propaganda and the painful cxpenence of conflict and war.

Along this principal goal, PECOJON secks to develop the capacity of the news industry to

undertake confliet-sensitive journalism.
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EDITOR'S
NOTE

The recent crisis facing Mindanao has re-
opened much deeper discussions about its
importance to the national scheme of
things. More so, it has awakened earlier
cfforts by journalists to reexamine the role
of news media in conflict. Having cov-
ered Mindanao’s wars and contlicts for
decades, journalists are now boldly look-
ing inwards—into how reportage of the
be[eaguuwd island was done—rthat could
have influenced the continuity of its state
of affairs, And how it could possibly con-
rribute to turning things around for the
better.

In this issue, we seek to chronicle
these efforts by journalists. In a letter to
colleagues, Froilan Gallardo called for re-
Spt)n&‘-ibiht}-‘ in reporting about the deba-
cle involving the proposed Memorandum
ot Agreement on Ancestral Domam which
fuelled the recent clashes between govern-
ment troops and Moro Islamic Liberation
Front (MILF) forces,

A short essay on the implications
of the breakdown of the Mindanao peace
process provides context about the so-
called Moro th]em.

Reportage about the much-
baﬂ}'hoaﬂd Global War on Terror led b}r
the United States and Britain has upped
prejudice against Muslims and Islam, un-
duly relating these with terrorism or the
tendency for violence. But  three stories
here described how Islam is looked up to
for peace lessons. One of these is in end-

ing internecine violence which, just like the
Moro and communist insurgencies, is con-
triburing to conditions of non-peace in
Mindanao.

Another is in providing a way out
of the culture of arming that has devel-
oped n Sulu through prolonged peri ods
of constant conflict, In Lanao del Sur,
Maranio activists have used Islamic
‘religious sanction’ in a campaign to rid
the province of electoral cheating.

In another concern, we run here
an essay on the persistence of journalist
killings in the Philippines which has cast
a shadow not only on press freedom but
on the health of the country’s democracy.

A story describing a local micro-
conflict illuminares on the larger concerns
attendant to effective political administra-
tion in the Philippines.

In a commentary piece, Jeprox
Lingamen argues that imformation that
makes up what 1s news must breach the
confines of how news values s tradition-
ally defined so that it becomes relevant to
society’s needs.

Another commentary b}e‘ Patrick
Jay Pangilinan also advocated for
journalists to surpass the basic questions
of who, what, where, when, why, and how
in the Process at generating news so as to
make reportage serve the true ends of

journalism.






































































































